
The JA Company Program is a program that 
combines theory and practice for the purpose of 

learning entrepreneurial skills, competencies
and attitude.



• Strengthens entrepreneurial attitudes, working life 
skills and financial literacy 

• Provides pedagogical learning environments and 
solutions that support teaching from preschool to 
higher education

• Active in schools since 1995
• National, non-profit organization
• Part of the global Junior Achievement (JA) network 

Junior Achievement Finland, 
or JA Finland

Follow us on social media! You can find us on Instagram, 
Twitter and Facebook @NuoriYrittajyys.



JA Path of Entrepreneurship
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• The program provides the opportunity to expand your 
knowledge and skills relating to working life and 
entrepreneurship.

• Students establish their own JA Company for the duration 
of the program.
• The program has been designed according to the “learning by 

doing” principle, meaning that students are responsible for 
running the business themselves.

• Trial and error is permitted in the program.
• Each JA Company is unique. All JA Companies share a 

common approach.

JA Company Program





Program steps
The focus is on the self-directed practical learning of the students. The instructing teacher is 
responsible for guiding the learning process in the right direction.

1
Introduction to 

entrepreneurship, 
competencies and 
the business idea

2
Starting the 

business and 
clarifying the 
business idea

3
Monitoring and 
developing the 
business and 

reporting

4
Closing down the 

business, 
assessment and 

the future

• Learning about 
entrepreneurship

• Surveying personal 
and team 
competencies

• Exploring business 
opportunities

• Turning a business 
idea into a business 
model

• Marketing plan
• Establishing a JA 

Company
• Financial matters

• Running the 
business

• Continuous 
development

• Entering 
competitions and 
taking part in events

• Self -assessment 
• Theoretical exam of 

the JA Company 
Program

• Closing down the 
business

• Future plans



! The periods are school term, school 
year, calendar year and 12 months.

! The program is always a part of the 
teaching provided by the school.

! The teacher decides on the program's 
period of operation.
• A JA Company can also do business in the 

summer as long as a responsible teacher has 
been appointed.

Period of Operation



! Competitions are a natural part of the 
operations of a JA Company. 

! The competitions organized during the 
program are:
• Best video pitch
• Best business idea
• Best graphic image
• Best internet solution

! The DL for competition entries is 19 March 2021.

Competitions

Competitions may have age limits for participants. The age limit of 
each competition can be found on the website. Read more at 
http://www.vuosiyrittajana.fi/en/competitions. 

http://www.vuosiyrittajana.fii/en/competitions


Uskalla Yrittää
• Uskalla Yrittää is Finland’s biggest youth 

entrepreneurship competition and the Finnish 
national championships of the program.

• 15 regional semi-finals will be organized between 
January and March and winning JA Companies 
will compete in the final.

• The final is held annually in April in Helsinki.
• Finalists compete for a place in the European 

championships and other prizes.
• The competition website is 

www.uskallayrittaa.fi/en/ and the aftermovie of 
last year’s final can be viewed here: 
https://youtu.be/H9xsD6py6JQ

https://uskallayrittaa.fi/en/
https://youtu.be/H9xsD6py6JQ


How to Get Started
The Learning environment

CONTENTS:
! Materials (English, Finnish, Swedish)

! 21 learning modules for students
! Individual and company -specific 

assignments

INSTRUCTIONS:
1. The teacher registers on the site.

2. The teacher creates course and a code.
3. Students join the course with the code.

4. The students complete assignments.
5. The teacher monitors their progress.

www.vuosiyrittajana.fi/en/

CONTENTS :
! Registration of JA Companies

! The Learning enviroment
! Competitions and entry

! Materials
! Toolkit

The teacher can view the registered 
companies and the reports and 

competition entries they have handed 
in.

www.vuosiyrittajana.fi/en/

http://www.vuosiyrittajana.fi/en/


1. Welcome to the Program
2. Introduction to 

Entrepreneurship
3. Circular Economy
4. Competence
5. Innovation
6. The Business Idea
7. Markets and competitors
8. Cost and Profitability 

Accounting
9. Starting a JA-company
10. Marketing

Contents of the Learning Modules
11. Sales and customer service
12. Bookkeeping and financial statements
13. Taxation
14. Pitching and company presentation
15. Conclusion of the Progra m



! The program includes a lot of ready -to -use 
material for teachers:
• A program guide with the main points
• A pedagogical handbook, consisting of an 

innovation and business section
• These are further supplemented by ready-to-use 

scripts for organizing lessons/sessions.
• PowerPoint presentations for teaching the 

various topics of the program.

Teacher’s Materials

The materials are available after logging in on the 
www.vuosiyrittajana.fi website.

http://www.vuosiyrittajana.fi/


• JA Finland has taken out a liability insurance policy 
for all registered JA Companies. It includes business 
liability insurance and product liability insurance . 
• The insurances compensate for personal and material 

damage to a third party due to the operations of the 
company for which the company is liable according to 
law.

• The insurance also includes the liability insurance of an 
event organizer.

• The insurance does not cover accidents suffered by 
program participants themselves.

Insurances



Registration Fee
• The program is free 

for teachers and 
students, but
requires 
registration!

The registration includes:
• Digital learning material for 

students and supplementary 
material for the teacher

• Training for teachers on how to 
use the program

• Liability insurance provided by 
Fennia Mutual Insurance 
Company

• The possibility to enter the 
competitions organized during 
the program and the Uskalla 
Yrittää semi-finals

• Support and advice from the 
office of JA Finland



• The Finnish Tax Administration has provided instructions 
regarding the operation of JA Companies.

• The operation is not considered a self-employed business, 
but personal income-generating activities.

• The turnover limit of a JA Company is EUR 10,000.
• JA entrepreneurs are not liable to pay VAT as long as this limit is 

not exceeded.
• Tax credit for household expenses is not granted for the 

service sold by a JA Company.
• A JA Company does not have a business ID.

Taxation

The instructions can be found here (in Finnish).

https://www.vero.fi/syventavat-vero-ohjeet/ohje-hakusivu/48027/nuori-yritt%C3%A4jyys-ryn-opinto-ohjelmat-verotuksessa/


Impact of the Program 
(Annual survey to young people in Finland)

!"#
feel that their working life 

skills have improved.
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feel that their readiness to 

be an entrepreneur has 
improved and that the 
attitude is important.
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feel that their financial 
literacy has improved.
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vuosiyrittajana.fi/en
/

nuoriyrittajyys.fi/en/

Follow us on social media! You can find us on Instagram, 
Twitter and Facebook @NuoriYrittajyys.

If you need more 
information, please 
contact us.
www.vuosiyrittajana.fi/en/contact/

http://www.vuosiyrittajana.fi/en/contact/

